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INDIA: A DYANAMIC DEMOCRACY Ho | Sit dex | Links

Agriculture & Rural Developments
Irzigation, Food Processing, Fertilizers & Fisheries

A SAGA OF SUCCESS

Frem a nation dependent on food imports to feed its population, India today is not only self--sufficient
in grain production, but also has a substantial reserve. The progress made by agriculture in the last
four decades has been one of the biggest success stories of free India. Agriculture and allied
activities constitute the single largest contributor to the Gross Domestic Product, almost 33% of it.
Agriculture is the means of livelihood of about two--thirds of the work force in the country.

This increase in agricultural preduction has been brought about by bringing additional area under
cultivation, extension of irigation facilities, the use of improved high yielding variety of seeds, better
techniques evolved through agricultural research, water management, and plant protection through
judicious use of fertilizers, pesticides and cropping practices.

Crops

The 1970s saw a multi-fold increase in wheat production that heralded the Green Revolution. Ii * =
next decade rice production rose significantly; in 1895-86, rice production was 79.6 million tons Tc 1l
grain production crossed 191 million tons in 1994-95, a big leap from 51 million tons in 1950-5
During the Seventh Plan, the average grain production was 155 millien tons, 17 millien tons more
than the Sixth Plan average.
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' High Rise Farms? The New Model for
Sustainable Cities

By Peter Gorrie, IPS News. Posted April 20, 2009.

Pigs on the main floor, mushrooms in the basement, a greenhousd
on the top floor -- is this the future of farming?

TOROMNTO, Canada, Apr 3 (IPS/IFE]) - One of the displays at an

sh
exhibition here imagines a Netherlands pig grower who, in some e
net-distant future, has given up his farm and now commutes to
work downtown at a high-rise "Pig City.” Did
The animals he helps te tend, conceived in the "eros room,” don’t
leave the open-sided, 40-storey sty until they're slaughtered and e
processed.
A portion of their feed is grown in or around the building; the rest is
waste from nearby food processors. Their manure is converted into 7=
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O Arights-based meals program could
become an important point of entry for g
liberating education for students, and,
through that, for the culture as a whole.
Students who learn that they have rights
and learn to stand up for their rights in
relation to school meals are more likely
stand up in the larger world.
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3 Schooling should help
overcome the culture of
silence, and empower
students by helping them
to find their voice.

O Right-based school meals
could do the same.
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