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The coming decade for global action on child health

A new year brings new leadership to tackle the still
appallingly high and largely preventable toll of child,
newborn, and maternal deaths worldwide. Dr Francisco
Songane, an obstetrician and former minister of health in
Mozambique, has been appointed to head the Partnership

The results (table) reveal a mix of good and bad news.
7 nations are currently on track to meet MDG-4. However,
19 countries are in crisis—that is, they have either static or
worsening under-5-mortality rates. The rest are showing
some signs of progress, although coverage with effective

Panel 1: Indicators for tracking child survival

Nutrition

Exclusive breastfeeding to 6 months

For more information on Lancet
child and newborn survival
initiatives see
www.thelancet.com/collections/
neonatal_survival/2005

Breastfeeding and appropriate complementary feeding at 6-9 months
Continued breastfeeding at 20-23 months

Vaccination
4 Measles immunisation coverage

Newborn health
11 Skilled attendance at delivery
12 Tetanus toxoid protection at birth

@Timely initiation of breastfeeding (within 1 hour)

114 Pactnatal vicit within 2 davc after dalivary
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Weight for age Z-score (NCHS)

Latin America and Caribbean
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Every year in Bangladesh

Initiation of breastfeeding within an hour of
birth will save:

«37,000 newborn lives
52,000 under 5 lives

And thus reduce under-5 mortality rate by over
20%
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