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| By MARK LANDLER

MUMBAIL India — India's
ming economy  has turned
ome  husiness executives into
rock stars. So it was perhaps not
surprising that Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton — a ce-
lebrity in her own right — wounld
istap fiest in India’s commercial
capital for a power hreakfast with
enkers and hillionaires.
| “Mrs. Clinton was to go to New
Delhi on Sunday for meetings
and coremonies the next day
with government leaders. But
she began her visit to India, the
first by a top official from the
Dhama administration, by dis-
cussing climate change, educa-
tion and health care with private-
_‘sm*.[urpnuuﬂalus.
. Flanked by Mukesh Ambani
westimated net worth: $18.5 hil-
fiom) and Ratan Tata (estimated
met worth: §1 billion), Mrs, Clin-
ton heard ideas from seven other
Euests about how Indian compa-
nies could provide health care,
education and banking services
1o India's desperately poor,
1 “You're =o right, Ratan"” Mrs.
Clintan said to Mr, Tata when he
pxplained how his Tata Group
Avas delivering nutrients to chil-
dren and young mothers through
Haaly staples like milk: K we
could gt the nutritional status of
children “to improve, it would
snlve somany problems.”
The purpose of her wizit, Mrs.
Clinton said at a news conlerence
on Saturday, was to "broaden and
deepen” dialogue between the
Linited States and India. Given
the potential for friction in the is-
sues that Face the two countries
- climate change, trade and the
insurgency in Pakislan — Mrs,
Clinton's visit with business lead-
ers was more than a sidelight.
| The United States is clearly

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton with members of a women's group in Mumbai on Sat-
rday. Mrs. Clinton's trip is the first to India by a top official from the Obama administration.
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Séeking Business Allies, Clinton Connects With India’s Billionaires

tel’s peneral manager, who lost
his-wife and child in the attack, as
well as other emplovees, before
signing a condolence book,

“Tust as India supported Amer-
ice onm §411, these events are
seared in our memory” she said
at the news conference, adding
that terrorism is “global, it is
ruthless it is nihilistle, and it
must be stopped.”

Mrs. Clinton delivered her
message on an outdoor terrace at
the hotel that had been littered
with bipodied bodies during the
slege. Just before the news con-
ference, the Indian police urged
hier not to speak there for securi-
ty reasans, but she resisted,

The rest of her day was de-
voted to two longtime interests:
women's issues and education,

She visited a shop run by the
Sell Employed Woimen's Associa-
tion, a cooperative of 1 million
wormen who make and sell em-
broidery and other products us-
ing microfinance methods. In
1995, Mrs. Clinton visited the
group as the first lady; she has
stayed in touch since then.
Inevitably, some of these en-
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woping that Indian husiness will

“elean technologies™ the
reduce carbon emissions, The
dian government is resisting the
Obama administration's push for
a global treaty that would man-
date cuts in carbon emissions, ar-
guing that developing economies
deserva to prow without compul-
sory constraints.

*Rather than argue about who
has a right to pollate” Mr, Amba-
ni said, “we will move forward to

create institutions.”

As the richest man in India,
Mr. Ambani is influential. But he
B ccon face his own problem;

o

The choice 0
Clinton’s first port™
steeped in symbaolism for afs
regson; It offered her a platio
to speak out against the coord
nated terrorist attacks here las
Movember that killed 173 peopl
and wounded more than 300.
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Calls for more cash, less
regulation for Indian food
processing sector

By Rory Harrington, 27-Jul-2009

Related topics: Processing

The Indian meat, poultry and fish food processing sectors need a €1bn
cash injection to boost their technological and skills base in a bhid to
increase output by 25 per cent by 2011, said a leading business group.

The Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India (Assocham) has
urged the government to create a Rs7,500 crore (€£1.09bn) Corpus Fund to
develop the three processing industries to allow them to capitalize on huge
projected growth over the next decade and =lash high rates of =poilage.

Deregulation

And, in a wide-sweeping move, the body has called for the complete
de-regulation of the food processing industry if it is to reach its full potential. It
=said the sector would attract huge investment "provided the industry is
completely de-licensed”.
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