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Global Conference on 
Meeting Nutritional Challenges with Sustainability and Equity
Dates: 2-3 August, 2009

Venue: India International Centre (Annexe), New Delhi, India

Organized by: International Baby Food Action Network (Asia), Navdanya, Initiative for Health, Equity and Society/Third World Network, Breastfeeding Promotion Network of India, 
In Partnership with: Child in Need Institute, Diverse Women for Diversity, Baby Milk Action-UK, Foodfirst Information and Action (FIAN)-India, International Commission on the Future of Food 
Supported by: Planning Commission of India, Plan India, ActionAid
An estimated 30,000 children die every day, mainly from preventable and easily treatable causes.
 About 2/3rd of them die before they are a year old, and about half before completing their first month. Undernutrition is the underlying cause of over half of these deaths.

According to the Lancet Series on Maternal and Child Undernutrition, today it is estimated that 13 million children are born annually with Intra Uterine Growth Retardation, 112 million are underweight and 178 million children under 5 years suffer from stunting, the vast majority in south-central Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. Of these, 160 million (90%) live in just 36 countries, representing almost half (46%) of the 348 million children in those countries.

As hunger grows, and malnutrition deepens across the world, particularly among women and children, food is increasingly becoming a tool of gaining wealth and power. Globalisation has led to a conflict between food for health and nutrition and food as a commodity for trade, resulting in undermining of our right to food, its diversity and cultures. The answer to hunger is increasingly being presented as a glamorised quick fix - a mix of chemicals in the name of food, which are being promoted by international organisations such as UNICEF and WHO, and by large international NGOs working across several countries. Little attention is being paid to inequities that deny people access to food. 

Helping the rise of corporate food power is reductionist science that reduces food into its chemical components – from breastmilk that allowed the human race to flourish from its beginnings to artificial milks, from butter and cream that provided us energy for millennia to omega3 and other fatty acids, from millets and cereals that gave us not just energy, but also protein and trace elements to “artificial” food fortification, from diversity of food that provides balance to single crops that are being genetically engineered merely to establish patent monopolies. There is also aggressive marketing of processed and junk foods.
The chemicalisation of food as the answer to hunger diverts attention away from the real causes of hunger and malnutrition, and paves the way for short-term remedies; remedies that have long-term health implications and which destroy people’s control over decisions of what to eat and how to access it. 

The first Millennium Development Goal (MDG) -1 is related to reduction in poverty and thus to reduction in malnutrition. MDG - 4 relates to reduction in the number of deaths of children under 5, recognizing them as the first victims of hunger. MDG-5 relates to improving maternal health and reducing maternal mortality ratio. Adequate and appropriate nutrition is an important intervention to improve maternal health. There is scientific evidence available on how to meet children’s and women’s food needs optimally. The Right to Food is increasingly being accepted as a Human Right, and several nations are considering national legislations to ensure this Right. 

And as hunger persists in the face of plenty, attempts are being made to eradicate it through assigning a major role to the private sector through public private partnerships and corporatisation of agriculture. 

The notion that profit-driven commercial interests cannot be at the vanguard of equitable development was first given concrete shape as the International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes, adopted by the 34th World Health Assembly on 21st May 1981. This Code symbolized the coming together of civil society and international organisations such as UNICEF and WHO to meet the profit-driven industry in a head-on collision course and stay to win. However, today, PPPs have become the buzz word and are being entered into by national governments to provide packaged foods and biscuits to children as part of the fight against malnutrition – in India, to run Anganwadis (child nutrition and care centres) which are part of the India’s public nutrition and care scheme for children, to fortify foods for public nutrition programmes to rectify micronutrient deficiencies, to provide obstetric services to pregnant women, and so on. These are being presented as key interventions and strategic tools for Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
. 

Today, there is increasing recognition of the intricate relationship between the realization of the right to food with people’s right to livelihoods and access to work with dignity. In economies that are largely dependent upon agriculture, agricultural policy and technology and regulatory frameworks play a crucial part in determining whether farming families can access food or not. Policies and technologies that distance farmers from their means of production – land, water, seed – and erode their power to take decisions, plunge whole communities into poverty, chronic hunger and suicide, and pave the way for corporate takeover of agriculture. 

Today, when over a quarter of the world’s children are suffering from malnutrition, when over a quarter of the world’s people go to bed hungry, when 4 billion people live on less than 2 US dollars (INR 100) a day, it is imperative that sustainable solutions be found to ensure people’s right to food.

The International Baby Food Action Network (Asia), Navdanya and Initiative for Health Equity and Society/Third World Network are organizing a 2 day Global Conference on Meeting Nutritional Challenges with Sustainability and Equity with a focus on women and children with the following objectives:

Objectives:

1. To understand the global and national causes of hunger and malnutrition.

2. To evolve strategies to strengthen the Human Right to food.
3. To share some models/programmatic successes ensuring right to food towards ending hunger and malnutrition.

To develop a People’s Charter for Food Sovereignty and Food and Nutrition Security and to identify critical areas for advocacy with governments and to adopt holistic frameworks to eliminate hunger and malnutrition.
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� Black R, Morris S, Bryce J. 2003. Where and why are 10 million children dying each year? Lancet 361:2226–34.


� Executive Summary, Lancet Series on Maternal and Child Undernutrition, 


� The theme of PPPs also includes the undermining of legally binding regulation in the name of corporate social responsibility CSR, for example by the Global Compact





